Stout
Senior Composition/ENGL 1100 (UMSL)

Speculating On Causes (80 points)
TOPIC:  To prepare for this essay you will choose a cultural mystery such as a phenomenon or trend.  Consider the sample essays and topic lists which we discuss in class.  For this unit, your 'topic' is a question for which you are seeking a (possibly unexplainable) answer. 

Unlike the “Propose a Solution” paper, you are not promoting one exact belief about what the main cause is of your issue.  Rather, you are making a large collection of observations, drawing meaning from them, and leaving the reader with questions to ponder further on their own.  By the end, we should feel informed in new ways on your topic and the culture at large.  
Consider what human characteristics you wish to tonally critique or uphold as your paper expands its scope later in your body argument.  As you explore your topic, what interpretation of our culture do you wish to offer? (Examples: the fear-filled populous described by Moore; the dark secretive desires expressed by King; the laziness of Americans described by McClain.) 
LENGTH: 4-6 pages double spaced, 12 pt. standard font
RESEARCH:  No research is required for this paper but your claim might benefit from some research, particularly when establishing the context of the issue.  Use MLA documentation for all research included in the essay. 

For this essay, consider the following points of focus:

Establish the context surrounding the topic

Rhetorical Question 

Initial theories and causes (the first, most common conceptions of the issue)
Refute and reconsider initial theories
More complex possible causes and interpretations

Complications – why it’s difficult to answer the question; final reflections

Points for a successful exposition: 

- Keep in mind that you are not locking down on a single immediate answer to the question.  You are educating us on the complexity of the issue.  As a result, you will make a wide collection of critiques and evaluations of our entire culture along the way.  
- Springboard off of your main topic to make a wide assortment of cultural critiques.  What current values of our culture are being represented through the observations of your topic?  How do your reflections on your topic pertain to an overall impression of people in our American culture? (For example, “Bowling for Columbine” not only delved into violence and gun control issues, but also exercised a lot of tone towards youth culture, corporate America, common media perceptions, etc.)

- Have a fully developed, highly thought-out speculation which teaches your reader to think of your issue in new, original ways.  Instruct us to change our thinking, and avoid redundant clichés as ideas.  Inspire your reader to consider the problem surrounding your issue and to take action in their life to make change.  

- Avoid overly explanatory approaches to your topic.  You’re not writing a report on “the top five reasons why people like fast food” for example.  Approach your topic as a mystery which profoundly baffles you and has you curious.  You are debating with yourself what the most significant cause is.  Your various causes which you entertain should counter one another throughout your speculation.  

- Consider humor and style.  Sometimes implicit language is more effective than an explicitly-stated outline.  (Consider King’s sample essay in St. Martin’s as an example of implicit and humorous style.) 

- Take risks with new ideas.  I appreciate a challenging approach more than a commonly conceived opinion.  

- Consider style when creating effective transitions.  Try not to be too explicit (e.g. “The first cause for…” “Another reason why…”)  

